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ABSTRACT: 

India has emerged as a significant voice in the Global South, playing a pivotal role in promoting peace, security, and sustainable 
development. Its leadership is rooted in its historical commitment to multilateralism, equitable development, and inclusive 
governance. This article explores India’s strategic contributions to addressing global challenges, its initiatives in fostering 
regional and international partnerships, and its efforts in championing the causes of developing nations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Global South, comprising countries across Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America, faces unique challenges related to 
poverty, inequality, conflict, and underdevelopment. India, 
with its historical experiences of colonialism and its rapid 
post-independence growth, has positioned itself as a 
bridge between developed and developing nations. This 
article delves into India’s leadership in fostering peace, 
security, and development, examining its strategic 
initiatives and influence on the global stage. 

1. HISTORICAL CONTEXT: INDIA AND THE GLOBAL 
SOUTH 

India's relationship with the Global South has deep 
historical roots, shaped by shared experiences of 
colonialism, struggles for independence, and aspirations 
for a more equitable global order. Key aspects of this 
historical context include: 

 COLONIAL LEGACY AND ANTI-IMPERIALISM: 

o Having endured centuries of colonial 
exploitation, India’s foreign policy has been 
deeply influenced by its own struggle for 
independence. This history has fostered 
empathy for other nations in the Global South 
facing similar challenges. 

o Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal 
Nehru championed anti-colonial movements 
and solidarity among oppressed nations. 

 ROLE IN THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT (NAM): 

o India was a founding member of NAM, 
established during the Cold War era to provide 
an alternative to the binary alignments with the 
US or the Soviet Union. NAM became a platform 
for advocating the rights and aspirations of 
newly independent countries. 

o Nehru’s leadership emphasized non-alignment, 
peaceful coexistence, and respect for  

 

sovereignty, which resonated with other nations 
in the Global South. 

 SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION: 

o India has consistently supported initiatives 
promoting cooperation among developing 
nations, emphasizing shared growth and mutual 
learning. 

o Early examples include India's technical and 
financial assistance programs for African and 
Asian countries during the 1950s and 1960s. 

 SOLIDARITY MOVEMENTS: 

o India’s participation in forums like the Bandung 
Conference (1955) further cemented its role as a 
leader in the Global South. The conference 
emphasized unity among Asian and African 
nations, advocating for decolonization, 
economic cooperation, and cultural exchange. 

 GANDHIAN PRINCIPLES IN FOREIGN POLICY: 

o India’s emphasis on non-violence, justice, and 
inclusivity shaped its engagement with the 
Global South. Gandhi’s philosophy inspired 
several anti-colonial movements worldwide, 
reinforcing India’s moral leadership. 

 POST-INDEPENDENCE ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY: 

o India’s efforts to build institutions like the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and 
the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC) program reflected its commitment to 
fostering knowledge exchange and capacity 
building among developing countries. 

2. INDIA’S ROLE IN PEACE AND SECURITY 

India has consistently positioned itself as a key player in 
promoting peace and security, not just within its 
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immediate region but also globally. Its contributions span 
several critical areas: 

UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS 

 India has been one of the largest contributors to 
United Nations peacekeeping forces since its 
inception. Over 250,000 Indian military personnel 
have participated in UN missions worldwide, 
showcasing the country's dedication to global 
peace and stability. 

 Indian peacekeepers have played significant roles 
in conflict-ridden regions like Congo, Sudan, 
Lebanon, and Somalia. These missions have often 
involved facilitating ceasefires, protecting 
civilians, and supporting post-conflict 
reconstruction efforts. 

 India’s focus on inclusivity in peacekeeping is 
evident through its deployment of women 
peacekeepers, such as the all-female police units 
that have served in Liberia. These deployments 
emphasize the importance of gender-sensitive 
approaches to peace building. 

MEDIATION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 India’s diplomatic efforts have been instrumental 
in mediating regional conflicts. For instance: 

o In Sri Lanka, India’s role in facilitating peace 
agreements during the ethnic conflict 
highlighted its commitment to fostering stability 
in its neighborhood. 

o In the Maldives, India’s timely intervention 
during political crises has helped uphold 
democratic processes and prevent escalations. 

 India’s approach to conflict resolution emphasizes 
dialogue, non-intervention, and respect for 
sovereignty, aligning with its principles of 
peaceful coexistence. 

COUNTERTERRORISM INITIATIVES 

 Recognizing terrorism as a major threat to global 
security, India has actively advocated for 
international cooperation to combat terrorism. 

o At the United Nations, India has championed the 
Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism (CCIT), calling for a unified global 
framework to address terrorism. 

o Regionally, India collaborates with 
organizations like the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) to 
enhance counterterrorism measures. 

 India’s counterterrorism strategies also include 
intelligence sharing, capacity building, and border 
management to prevent the proliferation of 
terrorist networks. 

 

MARITIME SECURITY AND ANTI-PIRACY OPERATIONS 

 India’s strategic location in the Indian Ocean 
region has made maritime security a priority in its 
peace and security agenda. 

o Through initiatives like SAGAR (Security and 
Growth for All in the Region), India has focused 
on combating piracy, ensuring freedom of 
navigation, and safeguarding sea lanes of 
communication. 

o The Indian Navy has participated in anti-piracy 
patrols off the coast of Somalia and the Gulf of 
Aden, contributing to global efforts to secure 
critical trade routes. 

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION AND DISARMAMENT 

 India’s commitment to responsible nuclear 
stewardship is evident in its advocacy for global 
disarmament. While not a signatory to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), India adheres to 
its principles and supports a time-bound 
framework for nuclear disarmament. 

 India’s no-first-use policy and efforts to prevent 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
align with its vision of a secure and stable world. 

REGIONAL STABILITY AND SECURITY COOPERATION 

 India actively engages in regional security 
initiatives to foster stability and peace in South 
Asia and beyond: 

o The India-Afghanistan partnership has focused 
on rebuilding Afghanistan through 
infrastructure projects, capacity building, and 
humanitarian aid. 

o Within the ASEAN framework, India contributes 
to maintaining peace in the Indo-Pacific, 
advocating for a rules-based international order. 

 Through bilateral and multilateral agreements, 
India has strengthened security ties with 
countries in Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Middle 
East, addressing transnational threats like 
trafficking and cybercrime. 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RELIEF 
(HADR) 

 India’s role in peace and security extends to its 
swift responses during natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises: 

o During the Nepal earthquake in 2015, India’s 
Operation Maitri provided extensive rescue and 
relief assistance. 

o In the aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean 
tsunami, India’s naval forces conducted 
large-scale rescue operations across affected 
countries. 

 These efforts underscore India’s capabilities and 
willingness to act as a first responder in 
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emergencies, fostering goodwill and trust. 

3. INDIA’S DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS 

India’s approach to development partnerships with the 
Global South is characterized by inclusivity, mutual 
respect, and a focus on sustainability. Unlike traditional aid 
frameworks, India’s development partnerships emphasize 
capacity building, infrastructure development, and 
technology transfer. Key aspects include: 

CAPACITY BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

 Through programs like the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (ITEC), India has provided 
training to thousands of professionals from over 
160 countries in fields ranging from information 
technology to healthcare and governance. 

 The Pan-African e-Network, a flagship initiative, 
has connected educational and medical 
institutions in Africa with Indian counterparts, 
enabling tele-education and telemedicine services. 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

 India’s infrastructure projects in the Global South 
have focused on building schools, hospitals, roads, 
and water supply systems: 

o In Afghanistan, India constructed the Parliament 
building and the Salma Dam, both symbols of the 
India-Afghanistan friendship. 

o In Africa, India has collaborated with countries 
to establish technology parks, such as the Centre 
for Excellence in IT in Ghana and Mozambique. 

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION 

 India’s efforts under the India-Africa Forum 
Summit (IAFS) have deepened ties with African 
nations, focusing on trade, investment, and 
knowledge exchange. 

 The International Solar Alliance (ISA), 
spearheaded by India, exemplifies its commitment 
to sustainable development by promoting solar 
energy adoption across developing countries. 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

 India has extended support during crises, such as 
providing food aid to African nations during 
famines and supplying COVID-19 vaccines to over 
90 countries under the "Vaccine Maitri" initiative. 

 The Indian Navy’s HADR operations have reached 
nations like Madagascar and Mozambique during 
cyclones and floods. 

CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL DIPLOMACY 

 India’s cultural outreach includes scholarships for 
students from the Global South to study in Indian 
universities and cultural exchange programs 
through the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR). 

 Festivals of India, organized globally, showcase 

Indian art, dance, and music, fostering stronger 
people-to-people ties. 

ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIPS 

 India has established lines of credit worth billions 
of dollars to support development projects in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. 

 Trade agreements, such as the Duty-Free Tariff 
Preference (DFTP) scheme, have provided 
least-developed countries access to Indian 
markets. 

CASE STUDIES AND EXAMPLES 

 Bhutan: India’s partnership with Bhutan includes 
building hydropower projects that have 
significantly boosted Bhutan’s economy and 
energy self-sufficiency. 

 Nepal: The Motihari-Amlekhgunj pipeline, South 
Asia’s first cross-border petroleum pipeline, 
underscores India’s commitment to regional 
connectivity. 

 Africa: India’s investment in agriculture through 
initiatives like the India-Africa Agriculture 
Development Initiative supports food security and 
rural development. 

India’s development partnerships highlight its approach as 
a responsible global partner that prioritizes shared 
growth, equity, and sustainability. By addressing the 
specific needs of developing countries, India continues to 
strengthen its ties with the Global South. 

4. ECONOMIC LEADERSHIP 

India's economic leadership in the Global South has 
evolved significantly over the decades, marked by a 
strategic focus on fostering trade, infrastructure 
development, technological advancement, and regional 
connectivity. As a rising economic powerhouse, India has 
become a critical partner for many countries in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. Its approach to economic 
leadership is based on shared growth, mutual respect, and 
a commitment to sustainable development. This section 
will delve into India’s efforts to establish itself as an 
economic leader, with key examples and initiatives that 
highlight its role in advancing development in the Global 
South. 

TRADE RELATIONS AND MARKET ACCESS 

India’s trade strategy in the Global South has been 
centered around enhancing market access, promoting 
intra-regional trade, and reducing economic dependencies 
on Western markets. India has strategically opened its 
markets to countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America 
through various trade agreements and initiatives. 

 DUTY-FREE TARIFF PREFERENCE (DFTP) 
SCHEME: 

o Launched in 2008, the DFTP scheme is one of 
India’s flagship trade initiatives aimed at 
providing preferential market access to goods 
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from least-developed countries (LDCs) in Africa, 
Asia, and the Pacific. 

o The DFTP covers over 98% of tariff lines, 
significantly boosting the competitiveness of 
LDC products in the Indian market. The scheme 
has been instrumental in promoting trade, 
helping to reduce the trade deficit in many 
developing nations while fostering closer 
economic ties between India and the Global 
South. 

 INDIA-AFRICA TRADE PARTNERSHIPS: 

o India’s trade relations with Africa have grown 
rapidly, with bilateral trade reaching around 
$90 billion by 2022. The trade balance is highly 
favorable, with India importing natural 
resources such as oil, gas, and minerals, while 
exporting manufactured goods, 
pharmaceuticals, and technology. 

o India’s active participation in the Africa-India 
Forum Summit (AIFS) has helped catalyze this 
trade growth by focusing on infrastructure 
projects, capacity building, and increased 
bilateral trade. Additionally, India has provided 
preferential trade terms to African nations, 
fostering long-term economic partnerships. 

 REGIONAL TRADE AND ECONOMIC 
INTEGRATION: 

o India has been instrumental in promoting 
regional economic integration through forums 
like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC), which includes 
countries from Southeast Asia and South Asia. 

o India is also working within the framework of 
the India-MERCOSUR agreement with Latin 
American countries to create mutually beneficial 
trade arrangements, boosting South-South 
cooperation. 

INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

India’s economic leadership has also been underpinned by 
its ability to provide financial assistance and attract 
investments, which in turn boost infrastructure, job 
creation, and sustainable development in the Global South. 

 LINES OF CREDIT (LOC) AND FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE: 

o India has provided substantial lines of credit to 
support development projects in various 
countries. These credits are often aimed at 
building key infrastructure such as roads, 
railways, and energy plants, which are essential 
for economic development. 

o Since 2003, India has extended over $30 billion 
in lines of credit to over 60 countries, 
particularly in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
These credits are typically low-interest and 

long-term, making them accessible to countries 
with limited access to global financial markets. 

o Examples include the construction of roads in 
Sri Lanka, power plants in Bangladesh, and 
railways in East Africa. 

 BILATERAL INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS: 

o India has increasingly become a source of 
foreign direct investment (FDI) for many 
developing countries. Indian firms have been 
investing in sectors like energy, 
telecommunications, mining, and agriculture. 

o In Sub-Saharan Africa, Indian companies like 
Tata, Mahindra, and Bharti Airtel have invested 
heavily in infrastructure, manufacturing, and 
telecommunications, thus creating jobs and 
fostering technology transfer. 

o India’s economic partnership with countries like 
Vietnam and Bangladesh has expanded to 
include large-scale industrial investments in 
energy, chemicals, and information technology 
sectors. 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND 
CONNECTIVITY 

One of India’s most significant contributions to the Global 
South is in the field of infrastructure development. By 
providing financial and technical support for key 
infrastructure projects, India helps other developing 
nations overcome critical gaps in infrastructure that 
hinder growth. 

 CHABAHAR PORT AND REGIONAL 
CONNECTIVITY: 

o India’s investment in the Chabahar Port in Iran 
is a crucial example of its efforts to enhance 
connectivity in the Global South. The port serves 
as a gateway for India to Afghanistan and 
Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan. 

o Through the Chabahar Port, India aims to 
facilitate trade and investment with Central 
Asia, especially in sectors like energy, minerals, 
and agriculture. The project also strengthens 
India’s position in the Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR) and supports the broader “Connect 
Central Asia” initiative. 

 KALADAN MULTIMODAL PROJECT: 

o This infrastructure project connects India’s 
north-eastern states with Myanmar and 
facilitates trade with the rest of Southeast Asia. 
The Kaladan Multimodal Transport Project 
involves the construction of roads, highways, 
and inland waterway systems. 

o The project will boost economic activities and 
trade between India’s northeast, Myanmar, and 
Bangladesh, providing a strategic and economic 
lifeline to the region. 
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 INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA: 

o India has partnered with African nations to 
develop key infrastructure projects, including 
roads, energy facilities, and digital 
infrastructure. 

o The India-Africa Infrastructure Development 
Fund supports projects like the construction of 
dams, power plants, and irrigation systems, 
which are critical for agricultural development 
and rural livelihoods in many African nations. 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND INNOVATION 

India's technological prowess has made it an important 
player in the transfer of technology to the Global South. Its 
expertise in sectors like information technology (IT), 
telecommunications, healthcare, and agriculture has 
played a vital role in supporting developing countries’ 
growth. 

 DIGITAL PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE: 

o India’s successful digital initiatives, such as the 
Aadhaar identity program and the Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), have been shared 
with developing nations to promote financial 
inclusion and better governance. 

o India’s engagement with African nations in 
setting up digital platforms for governance, 
e-commerce, and financial transactions has 
helped many African nations leapfrog traditional 
banking systems and enhance economic 
participation. 

 AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER: 

o India’s expertise in agriculture, particularly in 
areas such as sustainable farming practices, crop 
diversification, and water management, has 
been shared with African and Asian countries 
facing challenges in food security. 

o The India-Africa Agriculture Development 
Initiative (IAADI) exemplifies this partnership 
by supporting smallholder farmers with 
innovative technology to increase crop yields, 
improve soil health, and reduce water usage. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND CLIMATE FINANCE 

India has taken a leadership role in addressing climate 
change and supporting renewable energy initiatives across 
the Global South. Through projects and partnerships, India 
is helping other developing countries transition to cleaner, 
more sustainable energy sources. 

 INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE (ISA): 

o Co-founded by India, the ISA seeks to promote 
solar energy as a means of addressing the 
growing energy demands of developing 
countries while reducing reliance on fossil fuels. 

o With over 120 member countries, the ISA 
focuses on financing solar projects, building 
capacity for solar energy infrastructure, and 

facilitating technology transfer. Through the ISA, 
India has invested in large-scale solar power 
projects in Africa, Southeast Asia, and Latin 
America. 

 COALITION FOR DISASTER RESILIENT 
INFRASTRUCTURE (CDRI): 

o India launched the CDRI to build resilient 
infrastructure in vulnerable regions, particularly 
in the face of natural disasters exacerbated by 
climate change. 

o The CDRI provides technical and financial 
assistance for infrastructure projects in 
countries prone to extreme weather events, 
such as floods, droughts, and cyclones. 

 CLIMATE FINANCE COMMITMENTS: 

o India has pledged to provide financial assistance 
to developing countries facing the brunt of 
climate change. At the COP26 summit in 
Glasgow, India committed to achieving net-zero 
emissions by 2070 and emphasized the need for 
developed countries to fulfill their financial 
commitments under the Paris Agreement to 
support climate action in the Global South. 

CASE STUDIES AND EXAMPLES 

 RWANDA: 

o India has invested heavily in Rwanda’s energy 
and ICT sectors. Indian companies have 
developed several renewable energy projects, 
including solar power plants that have helped 
Rwanda increase its energy access from 20% to 
over 50%. 

o India has also supported Rwanda's digital 
infrastructure, providing technical expertise in 
e-governance and telemedicine. 

 MOZAMBIQUE: 

o Mozambique has benefited from India’s 
investments in agriculture and energy. India has 
extended credit lines for irrigation projects and 
agricultural technologies, improving crop yields 
and water management. 

o Additionally, Indian companies have been 
involved in extracting natural gas and setting up 
power plants, supporting Mozambique’s 
economic growth. 

CONCLUSION 

India’s peace, security, and development leadership in the 
Global South reflects its commitment to a fair and inclusive 
global order. India has established itself as a reliable 
partner and leader among developing nations by 
addressing shared challenges, promoting equitable 
growth, and championing multilateral solutions. Its vision 
for the Global South is rooted in cooperation, resilience, 
and mutual empowerment, making it a pivotal player in 
shaping a sustainable and prosperous future for the region 
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and beyond. 
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