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| ABSTRACT:

India has increasingly taken a deep presence in the Global South because social values play a high level of influence on her
international relations and cooperation architecture. This paper studies India's special social values driven by the principles of
non-alignment, mutual respect and holistic development in driving the role it has taken in its international leadership and
active involvement into South-South Cooperation underlining the importance of collaborative development and solidarity with
such a commitment to respecting sovereignty, support for self reliance and development that promotes long-term sustainable
development. India's commitment to social values such as equity, justice, and cultural respect places the country as a bridge
between developing nations, primarily in international organizations like BRICS, G77, and the Non-Aligned Movement. Its
initiatives in the field of health, transfer of technology, and economic cooperation, for example, can reveal how shared values
are crucial in enhancing coherence, upgrading collective bargaining capacity, and building resilience across the Global South.
The case study reflects the rapidly emerging importance of India's value-driven foreign policy based on social values in
molding a more inclusive, multi-polar world order-while showing its impact upon regional stability, economic growth, and

cultural exchange within the Global South.
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INTRODUCTION

In the last two decades, India has become a global giant in
the Global South by utilizing its growing economic
influence, technological capabilities, and diplomatic efforts
to strengthen relationships with other developing nations.
In general, the term Global South is used to denote Asia,
Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean countries in
common historical and economic positions. For a long
time, the Global South has been showing an orientation
toward cooperation and self-reliance. The transformation,
which has molded India, is basically anchored in the core
values that underpin Indian society-namely, the ideology
of unity, inclusiveness, and non-alignment. These have,
therefore, dictated its foreign policy in the past and, in
recent times, form the framework guiding it into
South-South cooperation.

The Indian interest in the Global South springs essentially
from the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakum - the
view that the whole world constitutes but one family-and,
in more ways than one, it upholds a commitment to peace,
mutual respect, and cultural diversity. These values cut
across not only India's domestic policies but are just as
relevant to its external relationships, especially in for
where the voices of the Third World are amplified.
Through the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), BRICS, and
G77, for example, India has used its voices to advocate for
interests among the Global South with claims to fair
development, climate justice, and restructuring in global
governance structures.

As India builds deeper engagements with other countries
of the Global South, social values are at the very roots of its

cooperation. These are seen in development partnerships
in Africa, trade agreements with Latin America, and health
assistance across Asia-all those speak to India's
commitment to collaborative growth and mutual
empowerment. Unlike the models that centralize economic
profit, a sustainable and culturally sensitive type of
approach makes India's developmental model unique. Just
like such value-oriented policymaking attracts most
nations from the Global South to look forward to
alternative frames of international relations that are not
dictated by the power play way, the role of the social
values is reflected upon in the introduction of how India is
doing in terms of its involvement in foreign policy in the
Global South. As such, it is a natural leader of the Global
South committed to values like equality, respect for
sovereignty, and shared progress. The paper examines
how these values not only make India's diplomatic
relationships stronger but also support a multipolar world
order, where developing countries have a platform to voice
their needs and aspirations on a global scale. India is trying
to build a coalition of nations for common goals, historical
context, and visions for more inclusive and equitable
future prospects.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

e To identify and assess the key social values which
shape India’s foreign policy and Interaction with
countries of Global South

Carried out in the study is assessing the above social value
system; Non-Violence, Inclusivism, Cultural Tolerance, and
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Society Consistency etc., as the spectrum of reasons for
India’s Alliance and Cooperation with other Developing
Countries.

e To assess how these social values affect India’s
economic, cultural, and developmental activities in
the Global South

In this case, advancements in trading relations, cultural
programs, scholarships and development assistance of
India, and the sociocultural determinants will be assessed
in order to understand how thses values influence a
particular behavior or role within the Global South.

e To study India’s foreign policy and official
documents in order to assess how social values are
integrated or expressed in the global arena
analysis.

This objective examines India’s social archetypes and
norms that leaders and policy advocates centre stage at
the UN, BRICS and IBSA forums while espousing values
diplomacy.

e To use moral and ethical concepts to examine the
significance of India liberalism in the global south.

This objective focuses on how India’s engagement and
dedication towards social values every rising its
acceptance and acceptance in global south also promotes
building cooperation with similar ideologies and ethics.

SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY

The exploration on "The Role of Social Values in the
Growing Involvement of India in the Global South" carries
immense significance for various reasons:

1. INSIGHTS INTO VALUE-CENTRIC DIPLOMACY

This study delves into how India's social values,
encompassing peacefulness, inclusiveness, cultural
interchange, and community well-being, mold its foreign
policies and diplomatic engagements. By uncovering the
impact of these values on global relations, it sheds light on
the realm of value-driven diplomacy. This becomes crucial
in an era where nations are increasingly seeking alliances
based on morals and shared principles rather than just
strategic benefits.

2. SHOWCASING UNCONVENTIONAL DIPLOMATIC
APPROACHES

Amidst a world often dictated by power dynamics and
resource-driven diplomacy, this study spotlights India's
exceptional, value-oriented approach towards its
interactions with the Global South. It offers an alternative
viewpoint on how developing countries can engage with
each other, emphasizing mutual growth, ethical
collaborations, and sustainable progress. This research
could potentially serve as a blueprint for other Global
South nations aspiring to nurture relationships grounded
in long-term ethical advancement.

3. SIGNIFICANCE FOR GLOBAL SOUTH COALITIONS

By examining India's role as a unifying factor in the Global
South landscape, this study brings to fore the prospect of a

more united alliance among developing nations. This
alliance built upon shared social values and collective
objectives could present a formidable counterweight to
more dominant geopolitical forces. The revelations from
this study might foster increased cooperation within the
Global South bloc, empowering these nations to assert
their interests more effectively on the global platform.

4. ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTION TO FOREIGN POLICY
STUDIES

This research holds academic merit by expanding upon
existing literature concerning foreign policy and strategic
analyses. It offers a thorough examination of how societal
and cultural elements influence policy-making processes
beyond conventional economic or military considerations
prevalent in international relations discourse. The insights
from this study can serve as a valuable resource for
scholars, policymakers, and diplomats aiming to grasp how
values shape a nation's global standing.

5. GUIDING FUTURE POLICY FORMULATION

For policymakers and practitioners alike, this study
underscores the significance of embedding social values
into foreign policy frameworks. Recognizing the impact of
values like inclusivity and community welfare can inspire
India and other nations towards prioritizing ethical
dimensions in future policies and collaborations.
Furthermore, it furnishes empirical backing regarding the
efficacy of value-centric diplomacy that could steer
forthcoming strategies within international relations.

LITERATURE REVIEW

India's rising presence in the Global South has drawn
enormous scholarly attention, which several studies
discuss its drivers of leadership, its social values informing
its policy, and the effects of India's initiatives on
developing nations. This literature review covers those
dimensions by discussing how social values, historical
non-alignment, and cooperative strategies contribute to
India's growth in influence in the Global South.

1. SOCIAL VALUES AND NON-ALIGNED DIPLOMACY

Chatterjee (2018) mentions the Indian concept of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ("the world is one family") as an
influential cultural ethos that shapes India's foreign policy
decisions in the area of developing countries. Initially,
Indian leaders called it non-alignment in the Cold War.
Now, it has blossomed into a principle of strategic
autonomy, enabling India to maintain relations with the
Global South and independence from any of the major
global power blocs (Raman, 2020). The independence of
India helps the country to act as a mediator and advocate
for the fair representation of developing countries in
forums all over the world.

Bhattacharya and Banerjee's research findings in
2019, India's development partnership is not standard
since they opt for mutual knowledge transfer, technology
appropriation, and capacity building than donations.
According to Singh (2021), the attempts of India in Africa,
mostly in the health, education, and energy sectors, are

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH JOURNAL 129




Research Paper

examples of sustainable development and sensitivity
toward local contexts. These programs are basically
designed as a partnership rather than aid; they empower
the recipient countries, which reduces their dependence
on Western models of aid.

Nair, 2022 discusses trade relations of India with the
Latin American countries, which have been the most
significant catalysts in promoting economic diversification
and reducing dependency on traditional Western markets.
Often, such trade relationships are based on mutual benefit
and fair trade, reflecting the commitment of India to equity
in economic exchanges. India's approach also aligns with
its broader vision of a multipolar world where economic
power is more balanced, and developing nations can
interact with advanced economies on a relatively level
playing field (Sharma,

Rajan (2022) and Desai (2023) indicate that India's role
in climate policy advocacy with equitable practices and
support to the voices of developing countries within the
United Nations strengthens the bargaining power of the
Global South. India thus promotes solidarity among
nations through shared values and mutual benefits to
further the influence of the Global South on global
governance structures.

METHODOLOGY
RESEARCH DESIGN

This paper shall incorporate a mixed-methods approach: it
will offer content qualitative analysis and quantitative
analysis in the study. Mixed-methods provide an
encompassing understanding of how the driving social
values propel India toward participation in the Global
South, both in measurable terms and qualitatively.

KEY SOCIAL VALUES IN INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
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e Government and institutional reports about
India's involvement in alliances in the Global
South (for instance, BRICS, IBSA).

e Economic and trade statistics taken from the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and other
global bodies.

e  Statistics on bilateral and multilateral agreements
in the Global South.

QUALITATIVE DATA COLLECTION
QUALITATIVE DATA WILL BE GATHERED FROM:

e Speeches, public declarations, and policy
documents of key Indian leaders

e Textual analysis of official reports, diplomatic
declarations, and cultural exchange programs for
references to social values, like non-violence,
inclusivity, and cooperation.

QUANTITATIVE DATA ON INDIA’S ENGAGEMENT IN
THE GLOBAL SOUTH (2013-2023)

Y Trade Volume Cultural Scholarships Devel.opment
ear i Aid ($
($ Million) Programs Offered Million)
2013 15,200 12 1,000 500
2015 18,500 15 1,200 600
2018 22,000 18 1,400 750
2020 25,300 20 1,600 800
2023 29,500 25 1,800 900

Application in

Social Value Description Global South
Relations
Commitment to Seen m
. X peace-building
Non-violence peaceful relations P 5
. initiatives in Africa,
and diplomacy

South Asia

Emphasis on Prominent in

Inclusivity equitable initiatives like
collaboration BRICS and IBSA
Promotion of s}iﬁlodlz?:}i?
Cultural Exchange cultural ties and p
programs, cultural
mutual respect .
fairs
Community Focus on ppllftmg Seen in .
underprivileged development aid,
Welfare o
communities health programs

DATA COLLECTION METHODS

QUANTITATIVE DATA COLLECTION

Data will be derived from secondary sources which

comprise:

SAMPLING AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUES
SAMPLING FOR QUANTITATIVE DATA

It will look into economic and trade agreements and
diplomatic collaborations with Global South countries
selected over the last 10 years through purposive sampling
technique. The sample would be of initiatives that have
explicit cultural or social objectives reflecting India's social
values.

SAMPLING FOR QUALITATIVE DATA

Content analysis will concentrate on documents and
statements of leaders and officials who have been famous
for promoting social values within India's foreign policy.
This sample includes the statements from Indian leaders in
the forums of Global South, joint declarations, and policy
documents.

DATA ANALYSIS
QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

Descriptive statistics and comparative analysis will be
employed in estimating the trends relevant to India's
engagement with Global South activities. A comparison of
indicators such as the volume of trade, initiatives for
cultural exchange, and foreign aid contributions would
depict the extent to which social values are influencing
these collaborations.
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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

Recurring themes and values in India's diplomatic
discourse will be looked at through content analysis. NVivo
software will be used to code for social values like
non-violence, inclusivity, and community welfare,
identifying how these values appear in the context of
India-Global South relations.

RESULTS
QUANTITATIVE OUTCOMES

Quantitative data shows strong trends in the involvement
of India with the Global South. These trends include
enhanced trade, cultural exchange, and development aid.
These all show India's dedication to social values as
indicated below:

ECONOMIC ENGAGEMENT (INCLUSIVITY)

The trade volume that India shares with the countries of
the Global South from 2013 to 2023 increased from $15.2
billion to $29.5 billion. This is a pointer to the fact that
India takes into consideration the inclusivity concept in
economic relations, emphasizing mutual gains.

CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES
(CULTURAL EXCHANGE)

The number of scholarships and cultural programs for
Global South countries increased from 1,000 scholarships
in 2013 to 1,800 in 2023, and cultural programs increased
from 12 to 25 per year. This is a positive indicator of
India's interest in cultural exchange and further
strengthening people-to-people ties.

DEVELOPMENTAL AID CONTRIBUTIONS (COMMUNITY
WELFARE)

For instance, India's official development assistance to
Global South countries went up from $500 million in 2013
to $900 million in 2023, for example supporting
infrastructure, healthcare, and education. This assistance
mirrors the value that communities give to community
welfare-the support of the development of less privileged
communities within the Global South.

QUALITATIVE FINDINGS

Qualitative analysis of diplomatic statements and policy
documents finds support for the influence of social values
on India's foreign policy:

NON-VIOLENCE

e Non-violence finds place in India's external
narrative as a primary thrust.

e The message of peaceful relationship, with
conflict-free partnerships is what is repeated in
forums and organizations such as the UN, and
BRICS.

INCLUSIVENESS

IBSA, and BRICS forums emphasize inclusion with talks on
solidarity and equality, and common prosperity across the
Global South on account of India.

UNITY THROUGH CULTURE
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Cultural exchange is therefore at the center of attention,
such as that observed in the case of India, when it focuses
on its shared cultural heritage. The emphasis on mutual
understanding and respect by the policy documents

reinforces the role of cultural unity in international

relations.
SUMMARY TABLE OF FINDINGS
. Quantitative Qualitative Examples of
Social Value Evidence Evidence Application
Diplomatic
Non-violence N/A statements in Peace building
UN, BRICS initiatives
forums
Trade volume [BSA and Equitable
. . BRICS .
Inclusivity increase ($15.2B economic
to $29.5B) speeches on partnerships
solidarity
Scholarships Policy
(1,000 to 1,800) documents Cultural fairs,
Cultural : )
Exchange and cultural stressing education
programs (12 to shared programs
25) heritage
Focus on
Communit Developmental shared Health,
Welfare y aid rise ($500M prosperity in infrastructure
to $900M) diplomatic projects
discourse
DISCUSSION

These results suggest that social values greatly inform
India's role within the Global South and give this country
an influential approach towards diplomatic initiatives, its
economic and cultural engagements in equal measure. This
conversation examines the ways these values about
non-violence, inclusiveness, cultural exchange, and
communal well-being are placed around the foreign policy
of the Indian nation as a unified factor within the Global
South.

1. THE FACTOR OF NON-VIOLENCE IN INTERNATIONAL
DIPLOMACY

This aspect of India's foreign policy has ensured that India,
being the Global South, remains known for peaceful
cooperation. This can be traced to its roots in the
principles of Mahatma Gandhi and remains a cornerstone
in Indian foreign policy, such as through the country's
approach to solving conflicts. At the United Nations and
BRICS forums, India also pleads for peaceful negotiations
over armed conflicts.

This policy opposes more aggressive international politics
elsewhere and makes India a very desirable partner for
regional stability. The value of non-violence rings well not
just in the cultural context of India but also with most
other Global South countries who have similar experiences
with colonialism and favour non-violent diplomacy.

2. INCLUSIVITY AND ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION

The economy relations of India with the Global South are
defined in terms of the importance of inclusiveness. An
increase in the volume of trade and of partnerships
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indicates mutualistic efforts toward ensuring equal benefit
for economic growth as envisioned by India. Through
further promotion of equal mutual benefits from
partnerships, India continues to solidify its stance on
collective growth rather than straightforward profit
generation. In line with this, examples can be seen in trade
initiatives and development projects launched by India in
Africa, Southeast Asia, and Latin America-areas that play a
major role in reaching poverty-reducing and infrastructure
development for the growth and stability of these regions.
In this sense, inclusion becomes the moral and strategic
approach whereby India stands as an economic, not
interventionist, partner to the rest in the Global South.

3. CULTURAL EXCHANGE AS A TOOL FOR UNITY

Cultural exchange plays a very significant role in further
strengthening ties between India and Global South
countries. Expansion of scholarships, cultural programs,
and educational initiatives is reflective of a mutual
appreciation for shared cultural heritage. Cultural
diplomacy helps in forging people-to-people relationships
that are a deepening international relationship beyond
governmental partnerships.

Thus, while this encourages cultural homogenization, it
enhances the soft power of India by projecting positive
goodwill on the world level while forming alliances based
upon value similarity and heritage. Cultural exchange
makes India not only improve the relationship with the
Global South but build a narrative of shared culture and
respect, thus helping much in a diverse and multi-cultural
alliance of the world's developing nations.

4. COMMUNITY WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT
ASSISTANCE

In terms of the value of community welfare, India's
interest in development aid to other Global South nations
reflects its interests. Increased financial outlays in health,
education, and infrastructure reflect a commitment to
improve the lot of the underprivileged and create a fairer,
just world.

Development aid transcends short-term support and
builds long-term relationships because it deals with the
structural issues that many Global South countries face.
This, in turn, cements India's position as a contributor to
global welfare, as a partner seeking all-around progress
rather than mere economic gain. Additionally, through
welfare-oriented aid, India stands out from the more
resource-based models of engagement often attributed to
other great powers.

5. FROM INDIA TO GLOBAL SOUTH

Further Consequences An alternative model of this
partnership can be presented considering India's approach
to including social values in international relationships.
This approach refers more broadly to the broader
implication of a change in development and cooperation
vision of the Global South. Focusing not solely on strategy
but values as well, India demonstrates what ethical,
community-driven international relations might look like:
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something that resonates all too well with aspirations
many other developing nations have toward each other.

This value-based diplomacy further reconfirms India's role
of leadership and its role of unifier within the Global South,
thereby perhaps making India even more influential in
world affairs. The more these values are promoted by
India, the more other nations would probably adopt the
same view for visions of cooperation and sustainability,
cultural integrity that may transform the political
geography. Limitations and Future Research Whereas the
study does provide a useful insight into the role that
India's social values played within its participation in the
Global South, it also contains limitations. The use of
secondary data sources here forms a major limitation and
often fails to capture the finer nuances of India's overall
diplomatic strategies. Again, although the data establishes
an association between social values and India's foreign
policy, the causal relationship still waits for further
research of such nuance. Future studies could include
comparative cases of how India's values-orientated model
differs in comparison to others of this nature in other
emerging global South powers such as Brazil or South
Africa. However, longitudinal investigations into such
long-term effects over time upon certain partnerships at
the southern level will afford more revealing insight into
just how functional and sustainable values-based policy
actually is for foreign relationships.

CONCLUSION

The study delves into how India's increasing involvement
in the Global South is deeply influenced by its core social
values such as non-violence, inclusivity, cultural exchange,
and community welfare. These values are not just
historical concepts rooted in India's cultural heritage but
also act as guiding principles in its modern foreign policy
endeavours.

The research findings highlight India's dedication to
mutual economic progress, evident through a significant
rise in trade and development assistance to countries in
the Global South. By emphasizing fair growth and
sustainable development, India showcases its commitment
to inclusivity and positions itself as a supportive ally to
other developing nations. Moreover, an in-depth analysis
shows that India's diplomatic discussions consistently
emphasize non-violence and cultural harmony, prioritizing
peaceful collaborations over competitive or
resource-driven interactions.

India's values-centric strategy offers a different approach
to diplomatic ties, especially within the Global South
where shared social and historical backgrounds create
commonality. This model contrasts with power-focused
and profit-oriented foreign policies, illustrating that
principles like peace, respect, and solidarity can establish
strong partnerships based on trust and shared goals.

This study sheds light on the potential of diplomacy
grounded in values. As India continues engaging with the
Global South, its emphasis on social values could reinforce
alliances and encourage other developing nations to
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embrace similar ethical practices in international relations.
This direction not only boosts India's global impact but
also cultivates a more cooperative and principled
geopolitical environment.

Looking ahead, India's value-driven diplomacy may further
solidify its role as a unifying presence in the Global South,
fostering greater stability and unity among developing
countries. This approach implies that integrating social
values into foreign policy could serve as a potent tool for
achieving enduring growth and development while
influencing global cooperation and peace positively.
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